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Harvest 
By Sheryl Leonard  

Summer is my favorite season 

but harvest is my favorite 

time! I love harvest. I love the 

smells. I love the sights. I love 

the sounds. I love the excite-

ment and anticipation. And I 

love the people! Harvest 

crews are the most interesting and fun 

people to share a day with! Recently, 

we gathered a crew together to chop 

silage for our winter feeding needs. I 

opted to leave the office for the day to 

participate in the activities. I don’t op-

erate the big equipment or haul the 

loads but I spent the day riding along, 

first in the chopper, then in the tractor 

hauling the loads to be emptied into 

the long 100 foot bags! If you have nev-

er smelled fresh cut silage you are 

missing out! It’s no wonder that cows 

love this stuff so much! 

Although I have spent my entire 

life on a farm with cows and silage, this 

is the first time that I have actually rid-

den along in the chopper. There were 

many firsts for me. I watched as they 

loaded the big heavy 100 foot long bag 

onto the bagging machine. These three 

guys have it down to an art. Each 

knows what the other’s job is and it 

was loaded and ready to go in less than 

5 minutes! Then I witnessed the first 

pass through the corn field. With no 

room for the tractor to travel alongside 

the chopper and re-
Cont’d on pg. 2 

FROM DEB’S POINT OF VIEW 

Deb’s thoughts on vehicle safety features 

 
Page 2 

AM I COVERED FOR ...MYJEWELRY? 

Our monthly discussion focuses on one 

coverage on the minds of 

our customers Page 3 

HARVEST 
I love harvest. 

Page 1-2 



GROWING ABOVE THE REST  

Page 2 

Issue #22 

Harvest 

 

Cont’d from pg 1 

ceive the freshly cut silage, the 

tractor had to follow closely be-

hind and the chopper driver aimed 

the chute up and over both the 

chopper and tractor and resulted 

in a direct hit to the wagon! 

My most important job that day 

was lunch. No one wants to stop 

for lunch anymore but when I 

brought out hot grilled burgers, 

chips, warm brownies, fruit and 

cold drinks, the process came to a 

screeching halt for about 20 

minutes while we ate and enjoyed 

the fellowship and a few stories! 

After I mentioned  a mid-afternoon 

snack of PB & J sandwiches, the 

guys headed back to work. In just a 

few hours, 3 bags were filled and 

the crew was off to the next job. 

Farmers have a lot to think about 

at harvest time. The additional in-

surance needs that may result this 

time of year is not usually one of 

those things. Are you leasing or 

borrowing additional equipment? 

Are you lending equipment to your 

neighbor? Are you hiring addition-

al help? Are you providing custom 

harvest activities for others? De-

pending on the policy, you may 

have automatic coverage for 

leased or borrowed equipment for 

a limited number of days or a lim-

ited value. Other policies may re-

quire that the borrowed or leased 

equipment be added or scheduled 

during the time that it is in your 

possession. Custom farming activi-

ties often require an endorsement 

to your policy to provide liability 

coverage for that activity. What 

about cleanup of overturned wag-

ons if you do not own the grain 

that spilled? Are you using your 

truck to haul grain for others? If 

you are not sure, just ask us. We 

will be happy to take a look at your 

policy and advise you. 

Here at AgCom Insurance Agency, 

we understand farming because 

we are farmers! Farming opera-

tions today are more diverse than 

ever before! We write with the 

best of the best companies to pro-

vide comprehensive, tailored cov-

erage for the unique needs of to-

day’s farming operations. Give us a 

call. We would love to share a cup 

of coffee and 

learn about 

your farming 

risk protection 

needs. Sheryl sheds light on crop & farm 

concerns from a farmer’s 

perspective. AgCom is also a Farm 

Certified Agency for Nationwide Ag.  

Sheryl Leonard sheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

Crop & Farm Expertise 

New safety 

features on autos. 

Try to not always rely on 

your cars back up screen.  

It’s a great feature, but 

when you drive in a rush, your 

back up screen isn’t on right 

away and you could be back-

ing into something or some-

one.  The old fashion way is 

still best-mirrors & move!  I 

know the lane alert is great 

if you are talking or a rookie 

is driving and they do make 

us feel safer but yet we real-

ly are letting our guard down, 

a little every time we use 

them.  Gadgets are great but 

also a distraction.  Drive safe 

out there!! 

Deb Gross is the famil-

iar voice when you call 

our office or stop by! 

She has been with 

AgCom since 2014. 
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This one seems rather simple.  Jewelry 

will be covered under personal proper-

ty through your homeowner's, farm or 

renter's policy subject to your deducti-

ble.  So, if you have a total of a $1500 

wedding set that is lost in the fire that 

took your home, that $1500 would be 

included in the list of items that would 

be paid to be replaced after the claim is 

processed.  But, if only that $1500 wed-

ding set was stolen and your deductible 

is $1000, you would only see the $500 

difference to replace your beautiful 

band. 

But, wait, there is an even better way 

to have your jewelry (and other high 

value items) insured!  If you already 

carry a homeowner's, renter's or farm 

policy, you can add a rider to add 

scheduled personal property.  This can 

include jewelry, furs, guns, coins, rare 

books, china, silver, etc.  Generally, any 

item that can be appraised and is val-

ued over $1,000 (individually or as a 

collection) can and should be sched-

uled. 

The advantages to scheduling your val-

ued items are many. First, this adds 

"mysterious disappearance" to the list 

of covered perils.  Even if you simply 

lose your diamond necklace or a coin, it 

can be replaced if it is listed as sched-

uled property (often abbreviated 

SPP).  Most SPP claims will not require 

proof of forced entry to be paid as in 

other theft claim situations. 

Second, scheduled property can have a 

zero dollar deductible!  Yes, zero.  That 

is first dollar payment from your insur-

ance company.  They pay every dime to 

replace your engagement ring.  (Or, 

at the very least, the deductible is 

far lower than your homeowner's 

deductible.  Be sure to check your 

policy for your details.) 

Third, the coverage is quite cost-

effective.  The ring I added for an 

insured yesterday was valued 

at $2,700 and increased her premium 

only $20.  For cost of a pizza a year, she 

can sleep easier knowing that even if 

she loses her gorgeous new ring, it can 

be replaced.  That's a bargain even in 

insurance world. 

Fourth, having your high-value property 

scheduled makes claim time less hassle 

for you.  All of the details are already at 

your insurance agency, so you don't 

have to scrounge for copies or proof of 

purchase.  This can prove to be very 

valuable at a stressful time.  Especially 

in the case of a total loss of a home, 

having one less worry is truly priceless. 

Give us a call to discuss any items you 

think should be scheduled on your poli-

cy or to check or update values.  Don't 

overlook those inherited items that col-

lect over the years. 

 

Serving Above 

the Rest  

~AgCom   

Insurance 

2 cups water  
2 cups diced potatoes  
2 cups diced carrots  
1/4 c chopped onion  
1/2 c celery 
1 tsp salt  
1/4 tsp pepper  
 
White sauce  
1/4 c butter (can be reduced to 2 Tbls)  
1/4 c flour  
2 c milk (can use skim)  
2 cups cheddar cheese, grated OR  
 8 oz Velveeta, cubed  
1 c cubed ham  
 
Combine water, vegetables, salt and pep-
per in a large kettle. Boil 10-12 minutes. 
Meanwhile, in a small saucepan, make 
white sauce by melting butter, add flour 
and stir until smooth (about 1 min). Slowly 

add milk; cook until thickened. Add 
cheese, stir until melted. Add white sauce 
and cubed ham to vegetables that have 
NOT been drained. Heat through.  
 
Serve with oyster crackers like any chow-
der.  
 
Variations: chop carrots, onions & celery 
finely to “hide” them from your kids; use 
green onions; use any cheese you have 
around -- mine is usually colby jack—this 
makes it much milder.  
 
When I make this for our  
family of 7, I triple the  
recipe and usually 
only get one 
serving for 
leftovers! 
- Cheryl  

Cheddar Chowder 

Am I Covered for… 

my Jewelry? 
by Cheryl Ellis 

A lifelong learner and insurance 

professional, Cheryl loves to 

research and answer your insurance 

questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c
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AgCom Sponsors 

Feed the Farmer 

Friday, November 28th, we had the opportuni-

ty to treat the Chad & Kelly Dutler family to a 

lunch on us.  Sheryl and Cheryl enjoyed a beau-

tiful afternoon partnering with KCHE Radio, 

Hy-Vee Gas, Family Table Restaurant, Ras-

mussen Ford and Cherokee County Pork Pro-

ducers.  There’s one last chance to win on No-

vember 11th and we will be there to Feed the 

Farmer one last time for the 2016 season! 


