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Crop Production and Recordkeeping  
By Sheryl Leonard  

Recording keeping is rarely a priority for 

farmers during the busy planting and har-

vesting seasons but it can be one of the 

most important tasks for producers to per-

form with accuracy. Modern precision 

planting and harvesting equipment certainly 

assists many farmers today with recording 

acres and varieties planted as well as pro-

duction from each field but recordkeeping 

for Federal Crop Insurance can be compli-

cated. Separate production records must be 

kept for basic or optional units, irrigated and 

non-irrigated acres, insured or uninsured 

acres, and rated high risk acres. Then you 

throw in the acres that are farmed on a 

share percentage and you’ve decided to 

insure your acres as an enterprise unit and 

everything you thought you knew about 

recordkeeping just got muddied! 

We toss around the terms “soft” and “hard” 

records, “units”, “appraisals”, and 

“measurements”. What does it 

all mean and how should farm-

ers keep track of their pro-

duced bushels so that they can 

be reported to the proper unit 

at production reporting time? 

Soft records include weight 

tickets, handwritten load rec-
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ords, feed records, and storage receipts. Soft 

records alone are not enough to verify pro-

duction. You must also have the hard rec-

ords; third-party summary/settlement 

sheets with each load identified with the 

unit or field the bushels came from, field 

appraisals, or adjuster measured farm 

stored production records. Precision Farm-

ing production records can be considered 

hard records if very stringent rules are fol-

lowed, particularly regarding calibration. 

Producers are encouraged to maintain alter-

nate production records by unit, which can 

be used if their Precision Farming records 

are determined to be unacceptable.  

How do hard and soft records impact a 

claim? 

At the time of a claim, adjusters must meas-

ure and/or calculate all production for each 

unit whether farm-stored, fed, sold, or 

stored commercially. Without accurate hard 

and soft records this may prove to be impos-

sible. In that case, a farmer would be as-

signed a yield that would likely be well be-

low what was actually produced. Commer-

cially stored or sold grain is easily verified 

through hard records. Farm-stored or fed 

bushels present a different challenge and 

require more precise on-going records. 

Often, a producer will have some old crop 

still stored in the bins. At harvest time, he or 

she simply adds new crop on top of the old 

crop in the same bin. This is a particularly 

frustrating problem as now you have co-

mingled production with no way to verify 

how many bushels were old crop and how 

many bushels were new crop. Even with 

load records or combine records, these are 

not considered hard records and will not be 

used to certify new or old production. RMA 

rules state that the old crop in the bin must 

be measured by a company adjuster BEFORE 

adding new crop to the bin. The adjuster 

must also measure the bin to estab-

lish the new crop bushels. But be 

careful. You cannot co-mingle pro-

duction from more than one unit in 

the same bin without marking the 

bin with unit, grain level and date 

between units or having the bin 

measured by that adjuster between 

each unit. If you mark the bin your-

self, you will need those load records 

to match the bin markings. 

Acres that are chopped for silage 

must be accurately appraised for  

 

 

 

 

production. If you are chopping the entire 

field, it is best to call your agent to order a 

field appraisal after the field is opened up. 

Often, an adjuster can be out to complete 

that appraisal in less than 24-48 hours. If the 

chopper is faster than that, you will need to 

leave one or more check strips the length of 

the field. That way the adjuster can get the 

appraisal completed after the field has been 

chopped.  

One last note on co-mingled production: If 

you co-mingle bushels from multiple units in 

a farm-stored bin without the proper rec-

ords those units may be combined, and you 

will lose your optional unit status. However, 

the term “co-mingled” has another meaning 

when it comes to reporting production. A 

producer is allowed to report “co-mingled” 

production on their production and yield 

report as long as the production is reported 

as co-mingled and soft records are main-

tained that will allow allocation of those 

bushels back to the applicable unit data-

base. 

We understand the challenges of record 

keeping during the planting and harvesting 

season. We, at AgCom Insurance Agency, 

work to make this task easier for our pro-

ducers. We offer a pocket-sized record book 

with all units mapped and fields identified 

for planting dates, varieties, harvest dates, 

and bushels or loads from each unit or field. 

Additionally, every producer receives an 

annual booklet that contains all applications 

and corresponding reports and records from 

that crop year. Large loss audits, 3-year au-

dits, or random audits are simplified by 

providing 3 years of these annual booklets 

to the company. No more searching for 

those past records! We understand farming 

because we are farmers! 
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Am I covered for… 
My household appliances and big stuff? 
by Cheryl Ellis 

A lifelong learner and insurance professional, 

Cheryl loves to research and answer your 

insurance questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

I just bought a new curved flat screen television, is it 

covered under my current homeowner's policy?   

I love my new "smart" refrigerator complete with con-

nected shopping list!  Would that be replaced if my 

house burned?   

I have an opportunity to replace my furniture with all 

new genuine leather pieces.  Is that included in my 

coverage? 

Short answer: yes.  With a homeowner's or renter's 

policy, you have a stated limit of coverage for 

"contents".  Typically, this is between 50% & 85% of 

the replacement cost of your home.  For a $300,000 

home, that's anywhere from 

$150,000-$255,000 of replace-

ment coverage for your stuff.  

But, here's the catch -- you have 

to tell the company at time of 

loss what you had!  I don't know 

about you, but when my house 

was just taken out by a tornado 

is not the time I want to be writing up pages of a list 

of possessions I once had.  Guess what?  There is a 

simple solution and you are probably holding it in 

your hand right now!  That's right, your smart 

phone.  A quick Google search reveals a list of helpful 

apps for home inventories.  I cannot recommend one 

over the others because I simply have not used them. 

What I have done, though, is take my phone on a vid-

eo tour of my home.  

Seriously, take 5 minutes to walk through and take a 

video highlight reel of the possessions in your home. 

Capture still photos of serial numbers for big ticket 

items. Be sure to open closets and cabinet doors and 

give a guided tour of the space. Save it to your cloud-

based server (like Google photos or iCloud) or, if you 

feel comfortable, upload it as a “private” video on 

YouTube and there you go!  You have a record of your 

stuff in case disaster ever strikes.  You can share this 

easily with a claims adjuster and they can work your 

claim. 

If you have antiques, fine arts, jewelry, collections, or 

guns, the coverage for those items is limited to a 

maximum.  A good rule of thumb is for any of these 

items with a value over $1000, get an appraisal and 

schedule the item for that amount.  This broadens the 

coverage to include more perils 

(types of losses) and will pay to re-

place the items.  Please note, this op-

tion is not available for most elec-

tronic equipment including cell 

phones, laptops, smart televisions, 

and computers.  For those items, be 

sure to have a good record of the 

purchase date (again take a photo and save it) and a 

photo of the serial number. 

Take the time today to walk through your home.  If 

you find that the current coverage you have is not 

enough to replace your contents, let us know and we 

can increase that limit. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J88Y22F
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Connect with our agents: 

Cheryl Ellis Shari Yungbluth 

In January 2020, we’re giv-

ing away a trip to Vegas 

and you have all year 2019 

to enter to win!  Every 

month, this piggy bank will 

be hidden somewhere in 

the newsletter.  It could be hidden in a photo, article 

or even our recipe! Click on the piggy bank & fill out 

the survey form — you just entered to win!  There 

may be other chances to find the piggy bank on our 

other social media outlets (Facebook, Instagram , 

LinkedIn or our website), so watch all of our news.  

One lucky winner will receive a trip for 2 to Las Vegas.  

No purchase necessary to win. 

Actual 

size   

(no you 

cannot 

click 

this one 

& win!)  

Serving Above 

the Rest  

~AgCom   

Insurance 

INGREDIENTS 
6 T butter 
1 1/2 c sugar 
2 eggs 
1 1/2 c flour 
1 1/2 tsp soda 
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon 
1/2 tsp nutmeg 
1/2 tsp salt 
3-4 c chopped apples 
 
SAUCE 
6 T sugar 
6 T brown sugar 
6 T heavy cream 
3/4 c butter 
1 1/2 tsp vanilla 

 
Cream butter & sugar.  Add eggs and mix.  Add dry ingredients and 
mix well.  Add apples, but don’t stir too much. Pour into 9x13 pan 
and bake 35-40 min at 350 degrees. 
 
Sauce: 
Combine all ingredients in pan on stovetop.  Simmer for 10 min.  
Remove from heat and add vanilla.   
 
To serve, cut into squares and drizzle sauce on each serving just 
before presentation. 
 
So many good things to do with apples in the fall. This is my all-
time favorite! So easy but looks and tastes like gourmet! 
. –Sheryl 

Apple Tart 
From Sheryl Leonard 

https://www.facebook.com/AgcomInsurance/
https://www.instagram.com/agcominsurance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agcom-insurance-agency/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cheryl-ellis-76362796/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shari-greiner-110884109/
http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c

