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Pre-existing conditions. It’s all the 

buzz word during this COVID-19 

pandemic and it will affect millions 

of people worldwide. You may 

know what it means regarding 

health insurance. If a pre-existing 

condition is not covered, you are at 

risk for huge uncovered medical 

bills. But that is no longer a concern 

with health insurance in our coun-

try. However, there is another ex-

tremely important consideration. 

How does a pre-existing condition 

affect your ability to purchase a life 

insurance or disability policy? That 

is and should be a real concern to 

everyone. 

It is important to know that some 

pre-existing conditions can disquali-

fy you in the life insurance world. 

We don’t yet know how a COVID 19 

diagnosis will affect your ability to 

qualify for life insurance. We do 

know that is a risk you take if you 

put off the life insurance conversa-

tion. You also need to know that not 

every pre-existing condition will dis-

qualify you. 

I believe EVERYONE needs to have a 

life insurance policy. Even if you are 
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young, even if you are un-married, even if you are 

healthy. Not everyone needs the protection for the 

same reasons. If you do not have a pre-existing condi-

tion today, now is the time to begin the conversation. 

Life insurance is not complicated but most folks just do 

not know much about the products that are available. 

Let an insurance professional at AgCom Insurance Agen-

cy help with that conversation. We will educate and 

simply the need for life insurance in your life. You are 

not only planning for tomorrow, but you are planning 

for a lifetime. Just make the call! 712-368-2611. 

Cont’d from pg 1 

Sheryl sheds light on crop & farm 

concerns from a farmer’s 

perspective. AgCom is also a Farm 

Certified Agency for Nationwide Ag.  

Sheryl Leonard sheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

Crop & Farm Expertise 

With the current financial climate, many people are taking 

advantage of the low rates to refinance their mortgages.  

What if you become terminally ill or die before that 30 year 

commitment is paid?  Are you covered by your insurance?   

Often, mortgage companies will offer “mortgage life insur-

ance” when closing a new loan and it is important to under-

stand this product. These are “decreasing term” life policies.  

In case of death before the loan is paid off, this type of poli-

cy would pay the remaining balance.  Cool thing: the premi-

um  you pay does not increase as you get older.  Not cool 

thing: the benefit amount (payout) decreases as the loan is 

paid off.  If you collect the benefit on a $200,000 mortgage 

in the first year, it would be pretty close to $200,000. But if 

you collect the benefit in the 28th year of a 30 year loan, it 

would only pay out $15,000 (the remainder of the loan). 

One major benefit to this type of life insurance is the mini-

mal underwriting.  If you don’t qualify for traditional life in-

surance due to a pre-existing condition or your age, you 

many still qualify for a mortgage life insurance policy. How-

ever, the rate is often higher than traditional products. 

If you are looking to pay off the mortgage and provide for 

some or all of your lost income with life insurance, a more 

traditional approach may be a better plan for you.  Purchas-

ing a 30-year term life policy is surprisingly affordable.  You 

may be able to purchase a much higher benefit amount for 

the same rate as a mortgage life policy and provide your 

family with a healthy nest egg in addition to a paid off 

house.  

Oh, and that terminally ill possibility? Our life insurance poli-

cies have a provision that allows you to access some or all of 

your benefit amount before death if there is a terminal diag-

nosis.  That can alleviate the financial pressure in the last 

precious days… and make the mortgage payment. 

A lifelong learner and insurance 

professional, Cheryl loves to 

research and answer your insurance 

questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

What is a Pre-Existing Condition and 
Why Does It Matter? 
by Sheryl Leonard 

Am I covered for… My mortgage payment? 

by Cheryl Ellis 
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Life Insurance. We’ve all heard about it at some point. But 

what’s your initial reaction when an insurance agent asks 

you about it? Mine was, “What do I need life insurance 

for? You’re just wanting more money from me! I don’t 

have time to even think about it right now.” 

Well, we really should take time to think about it! All I 

knew was: there’s this type insurance and it’s called Life 

Insurance. What does it do for me and what’s the purpose 

of having it? Don’t be embarrassed if you don’t know 

much about it.   

I don’t need life insurance is honestly what I thought. I’m 

not “old.”  After taking the time to sit down with my 

agents and talk about it, I was shocked to find out I really 

should have it. What happens to my spouse or children if 

something happens to me tomorrow?  Life insurance isn’t 

for “old” people, its for anyone who has someone depend-

ing on them… even moms like me!  I want my family to be 

taken care of financially and life insurance is one way I can 

make sure that happens.  Not leaving behind added debts 

or having it replace my income if my children are still de-

pendent on me is…reassuring. 

Ask your agent all of your questions. They are here to help 

you and me understand everything we need about insur-

ance.     

 

Ingredients 
3/4 cup cornmeal 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup water 
3 tablespoons butter 
1 cup milk 
2 large eggs 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
 
Instructions 
 
 

Gather the ingredients. Preheat the oven to 
350 F. Grease an 8-inch square baking 
dish or 1 1/2-quart casserole.    
 
 
 

Combine the cornmeal and salt in a mixing 
bowl.  Gradually add the boiling water while 
whisking out any lumps. Add the melted 
butter and stir to blend. Let the mixture cool 
for about 5 minutes.   
 
Whisk the milk into the cornmeal mixture.  
In a small bowl, beat the eggs thorough-
ly.  Whisk the beaten eggs into the corn-
meal mixture along with the baking powder. 
Blend well with a whisk or electric mixer.    
 
Turn the batter into the prepared baking 
dish.   Bake for about 35 minutes or until 
set and lightly browned.  Serve the spoon 
bread hot with plenty of butter.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a restaurant in Gettysburg we love  
that makes authentic Civil-war-style food 
and they have small ramekins of Spoon 

Bread for each table… I want my own 
whole one!  I’ll just make my own at home.   

–Sheryl 

Serving Above 

the Rest  

~AgCom   

Insurance 

Old-Fashioned Southern Spoon Bread  
From Sheryl Leonard via the spruce eats 

Something I have learned... 
by Amanda Morales, Office Assistant 

Amanda joined our team as 

Compliance Officer for AgCom 

Financial & Office Assistant for 

AgCom Insurance in 2019. 

Learning Insurance 

Amanda Morales info@agcomfinancial.com 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c
mailto:info@agcomfinancial.com


GROWING ABOVE THE REST  

Page 4 

Issue #50 

Mrs. Letsche requested new dry erase 
boards for her classroom.   

What a joy to deliver these & put them 
straight to use! 


