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Thank you, Farmers 
By Sheryl Leonard  

When my father was a child grow-
ing up in a large family with 10 
children on a small farm near 
Ricketts, Iowa, his family pro-
duced just about everything they 
needed. They raised beef, chick-
ens, and pigs to butcher for meat 
and produce eggs, milk, cream, 
and butter. My grandfather had a 

huge garden that supplied the 
family with an abundance of veg-
etables and fruits stored in the 
underground cellar for use during 
the winter months. My grand-
mother braided rags to make 
rugs, sewed clothing, knitted 
blankets and sweaters. They even 
heated their home and cooked 
meals using a corn cob burning 

stove that sat in the 
middle of their small 
kitchen. I still remem-
ber watching my grand-
father add an egg to 
the coffee grounds that 
he put in the coffee pot 
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Thank You, Farmers! 
By Sheryl Leonard  

that sat on the corn cob stove al-
ways ready with hot coffee for an-
yone who stopped in to visit. My 
father’s family was a typical Iowa 
farm family that lived and sur-
vived off the land. 

I was fortunate to grow up in 
much the same way. We had 
more conveniences than they did. 
While we sewed some of own 
clothing, it was mostly 4-H pro-
jects and mending. We purchased 
most of our clothing from clothing 
stores ready to wear. But I 
learned to sew, and I can mend 
rather than throw away. We 
raised our own beef and pork, but 
we didn’t have to butcher it our-
selves. We took the animals to the 
locker and brought back neatly 
wrapped portions ready for the 
freezer. Mom 
had a large 
garden and I 
spent many 
hours help-
ing her till 
the ground, 
sow the seeds, 
keep the weeds out, and harvest 
the produce. I didn’t appreciate 
the fresh vegetables back then, 
but I look forward to my own gar-
den produce each year now.  

Farming 
looks very 
different to-
day. Farmers 
wear many 
hats. Farm-
ers now use 
high tech 
equipment, 
understand 
genetics, in-
vest a for-
tune in tillage and harvesting 
equipment, and have developed 
sophisticated marketing strate-
gies. They understand how world 
economics affect their bottom line 
and how to manage and prevent 
plant and livestock diseases that 
could put them out of business.  

Have you really thought about the 
importance of what a 

farmer does today?  US 
farmers touch all our 
lives in more ways than 
the just the food and 
beverages that you eat 

and drink every day. Look 
around you and think about 

all the things that come to us be-
cause someone chose to be a 
farmer. 

Start with your designer jeans and 

monogrammed bath towels. 
Cotton farmers make those things 
possible. Wool sweaters and hats 
come from sheep raised by farm-
ers. Livestock farmers provide the 
leather that is used to make your 
shoes, bags, footballs, and base-
ball gloves. Women, did you know 
that your cosmetics contain prod-
ucts that come from farm raised 
crops and animals? The capsules 
used in medicines and supple-
ments contain gelatin from pigs. 
Elmer’s glue contains corn starch. 
Don’t forget soymilk, pumpkins 
for carving, and peanut butter! 
The list could go on and on. 

Maybe this is a good time to take 
the time to thank a farmer. 
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Am I covered for… 
My farm scouting business? 
by Cheryl Ellis 

You got a drone to look at your fields. But then 

you notice something on the field next to yours 

and let your neighbor know.  What if he offers you 

a payment to look at all of his locations?  And then 

his neighbors hear and before you know it, you’re 

spending your “downtime” taking photos of every 

field around and making an extra $10,000 a year 

for our survey photos.  Are you covered for this 

new business? 

Short answer: most of the time, no, you are not.   

Almost every farm or homeowner’s policy that 

provides personal liability specifically excludes 

drones if they are used for profit.  As soon as you 

get paid for a photo or data gathered by the 

drone, you are no longer insured.   

With most other side hustles, you still have some 

coverage until you make a certain amount of in-

come per year.  But drones are a different story.  

Some of that is because they are too new for in-

surance companies to properly rate the possible 

claims.   

Any time you are thinking of charging a fee for a 

service, please check with your agent to see if you 

have coverage before starting. 

 

A lifelong learner and insurance 

professional, Cheryl loves to 

research and answer your insurance 

questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

INGREDIENTS 
1 dozen eggs 
1 c water 
 
Place all eggs (cold from fridge) in the 
instant pot and add 1 cup of water.  Set 
to cook for 5 minutes on high pressure.  

It will take 
about 5 
minutes to 

build pressure. Leave for 5 
minutes before releaseing pressure. 
 
Immediately place eggs in a bowl filled 
with ice water.  Once cool — enjoy! 
 
These are by far the easiest boiled 
eggs to cook, peel and use.  If this was 
the only recipe I had for the Instant Pot, 
I would still buy one! It doesn’t matter if 
the eggs are right at expiration date or 
pulled from the nest that morning, they 
peel perfectly. My family is enjoying all 
sorts of boiled egg treats! –Cheryl 
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5-5-5 Instant Pot Boiled Eggs 
From Cheryl Ellis 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c
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