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Clean it Up! 
By Sheryl Leonard  

Keep America Beautiful (KAB) recently an-

nounced the results of the largest study in 

the U.S. about our littering habits. 

After observing 10,000 individuals in 10 

states, the study found that, while litter has 

decreased 61 percent in the last 40 years, 

51.2 billion pieces still clutter our roadways 

today. That is the equivalent of 6,729 pieces 

of trash per mile of roadway! 

According to KAB, littering costs the U.S. 

$11.5 billion every year. Not included in this 

estimate are the indirect costs of littering, 

including decreases in property values, com-

merce and tourism, as well as the health 

effects of this form of waste. 

Of the research conducted, it was found that: 

 As you may guess, tobacco products 

(cigarette butts and packaging) make up 

about 40% of this litter. Plastic and pa-

per are the next biggest categories. 

 53% of all litter was attributable to mo-

torists. 

 81% of littering observed 

was committed “with intent” by 

the individual, and was mainly 

attributable to lack of individual 

awareness or sense of obliga-

tion. 

Cont’d on pg. 3 

Sheryl sheds light on crop & farm 

concerns from a farmer’s 

perspective. AgCom is also a Farm 

Certified Agency for Nationwide Ag.  

Sheryl Leonard sheryl@agcomfinancial.com 
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Vacation…to rent a car or drive my own? 
by Shari Yungbluth 

It is getting to be that time of year—summer--which 

means vacation time for a lot of families.  Whether you 

are driving or flying to your destination, the thought of 

getting a rental car may cross your mind.  From an in-

surance standpoint, we encourage you to do your re-

search prior to renting that car. 

When standing there at the rental car counter, you may 

be thinking “how can I save as much money as possible 

on this?” when the agent behind the counter asks if you 

would like to purchase one of their insurance options.  

You might be tempted to quickly say no, because you 

already have car insurance, so you’re covered, right?  

Or your credit card company offers car rental insurance, 

so you’re covered, right?  Well that may not be the 

case. 

If you have comprehensive and collision coverage on 

your personal auto insurance, it may be unnecessary to 

choose that basic liability option they are offering to you 

because your personal auto policy may extend to a 

rental car.  While it may cover the damage done to the 

rental car, the one gap that may exist is the rental car 

company charging you for ‘loss of use’ on the car, 

meaning the time the rental car was in the shop being 

repaired is time they couldn’t be collecting rental in-

come off of it.  So, accepting and paying for their colli-

sion/loss damage option in that case could be worth it.  

Another gap that people don’t think about is the “loss of 

value” that rental car companies can ask for at the time 

of claim settlement. When a car has been in a collision 

and repaired it may result in a salvage title or at the 

very least the value of car is less because of repair 

work.  

We encourage you to read your personal auto policy 

along with the rental car company’s agreement prior to 

your trip.  This can alert you to any gaps in coverage 

that may arise, which company will act as the primary 

versus secondary insurance, and any other things that 

may or may not be covered. 

If you are unsure of whether buying rental car insurance 

makes sense for you and want to better understand 

what coverages you already have, feel free to give us a 

call.  We can help you better understand the rental car 

insurance and your personal auto insurance coverages. 

Shari will focus on explaining the 
difference between coverages that 
you might have on your policy and 
other choices for your insurance.   

What’s the Diff? 

Shari Yungbluth shari@agcomfinancial.com 

Photo Credit: Trisha Schug Photography  

Congratulations, Shari! 

On April 13th, 2019, 
Shari and Adam Yungbluth           

were married in a small, private ceremony at 
their home celebrating with family and friends.  

We wish them all the best! 
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Clean It Up... By Sheryl Leonard  

 Existing litter is more likely than not to 

encourage further littering. 

 Older individuals (30+) littered less than 

younger individuals. 

Litter clean-up costs the U.S. more than $11.5 

billion annually, with businesses paying for 

approximately 80%. However, this is likely an 

underestimate, as cleanup costs are often 

lumped in with staff, maintenance and other 

departmental budgets. Local/state govern-

ments, schools, and other organizations pick 

up (pun intended!) the remaining 20%.  

The information above was provided by the 

Adopt-A-Highway Litter Removal Service of 

America, Inc. and can be found on their web-

site.  

Twice each year, my staff, their family mem-

bers, and some of our most wonderful cus-

tomers don the bright yellow vests and con-

struction orange bags and we pick up litter 

along Highway 59 just north of Holstein, vol-

unteering through the Adopt-A-Highway pro-

gram. Why do we do it? It is our way of giving 

back! We have so much to be grateful for in 

our small communities of Cherokee and Hol-

stein.  

It saddens me to see the litter in the ditches 

leading into and out of our towns. This spring 

we collected 5 very large bags of litter along 

with 4 large bags of redemptive cans and 

bottles! And that was just in the first mile! I’d 

like to believe that it is not our own local resi-

dents throwing out the trash. Let’s just as-

sume for a moment that the litter was 

thrown out by persons passing through or 

traveling along Highway 59 to a destination 

unknown. “Out of sight, out of mind”. “Not 

my problem”. “No one will see me”. I don’t 

like someone else trashing up my place! And 

I’m guessing you don’t either. 

As you travel this season to visit a new place 

or take a vacation, please be respectful of the 

land, the people, and communities that you 

travel through. My mother always told me I 

should leave every place better than when I 

got there. God gave us this perfect planet 

and asked us to take care of it. Please do your 

part. 

In the words of an Adopt-A-Highway volun-

teer business, let’s stop this trashy habit! 

If you would like to volunteer to help us with 

ditch clean up this fall, give us a call and we 

will give you a vest! 

Cont’d from pg 1 

The staff from AgCom 

Insurance and Leonard 

Limousin teamed up for 

our Adopt-a-Highway 

day on April 16th. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J88Y22F
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You and your buddies want to load up the boat and truck 

and head up to the best fishing anywhere around, except 

it's across the border into Canada.  Are you covered? 

Good news!  You do have coverage!  Almost all auto poli-

cies include coverage for all United States territories and 

possessions, Puerto Rico and Canada.  There may be some 

limitations with roadside assistance or additional require-

ments for liability limits out of the country, but overall, 

your policy in the US is valid in Canada.  The US and Cana-

da have an agreement that the laws in each country gov-

erning auto insurance are reciprocal.  It could still be a 

hassle to orchestrate repairs to your vehicle or fight a lia-

bility claim across the border, but at least you have cover-

age. 

If you are planning to be out of the country for over 180 

days, you would be required to file a visa and obtain Cana-

dian auto insurance.  There would also be other legal im-

plications, but that would be an epic fishing trip! 

A word of warning if you choose to travel south.  Your US 

auto insurance policy is limited in Mexico.  In fact, one of 

our companies includes in their language, "Unless you 

have automobile liability and property damage insurance 

written by a Mexican Insurance Company,  you may spend 

many hours or days in jail if you have an accident in Mexi-

co. (Nationwide Personal Auto Policy 09-03)"  You may 

have coverage within 25 miles of the border, but even 

that is limited.  Long story short: don't drive to Mexico 

without detailed planning. 

Happy traveling this summer! 

  

In January 2020, we’re giv-

ing away a trip to Vegas 

and you have all year 2019 

to enter to win!  Every 

month, this piggy bank will 

be hidden somewhere in 

the newsletter.  It could be hidden in a photo, article 

or even our recipe! Click on the piggy bank & fill out 

the survey form — you just entered to win!  There 

may be other chances to find the piggy bank on our 

other social media outlets (Facebook, Instagram , 

LinkedIn or our website), so watch all of our news.  

One lucky winner will receive a trip for 2 to Las Vegas.  

No purchase necessary to win. 

Actual 

size   

(no you 

cannot 

click 

this one 

& win!)  

 

Am I Covered… for my trip to Canada? 
by Cheryl Ellis 

A lifelong learner and insurance 

professional, Cheryl loves to 

research and answer your insurance 

questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 
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Serving Above 

the Rest  

~AgCom   

Insurance 

INGREDIENTS 
cake 
9 tablespoons unsalted butter,  
     at room temperature 
1 cup granulated sugar 
3 large eggs, separated 
2 cups all purpose flour 
1 Tbsp baking powder 
1 tsp salt 
1/2 tsp baking soda 
1 cup plain greek yogurt 
1 heaped cup raspberries 
lemon buttercream 
2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter, at room temperature 
5 cups confectioner's sugar, sifted 
juice of 1 and 1/2 lemons (about 3-4 tablespoons) 
(optional) 1 small drop yellow gel food coloring 
 
1. Preheat oven to 350F Butter and flour 2 non-stick 9 inch cake 

pans (you can use 8 inch pans, as well, just increase the cook-
ing time.) I like to put a round of parchment paper on the bot-
tom of the pans just to insure a good release. 

2. Cream the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy, 
scraping down the sides of the bowl as necessary. 

3. Beat in the egg yolks, one at a time. In a separate bowl beat 
the egg whites until soft peaks form. 

4. Whisk together the flour, baking powder, salt, and baking so-
da. Add to the butter mixture alternately with the yogurt and 
mix until well combined. Scrape down the bowl. Fold in the 
whipped egg whites, and when no white streaks remain, fold in 
the berries. 

5. Spread the batter evenly between the two cake pans 
and even out the tops with an offset spatula. 

6. Bake the cakes on the same oven shelf for about 25 
minutes, or until the center springs back when touched 
and the edges are just starting to turn golden. Don't 
over bake. 

7. Let the cakes cool for 10 minutes before turning them 
out and cooling them completely on a rack. 

8. To make the frosting cream the butter, sugar, (and the drop of 
food coloring, if using) adding enough lemon juice to make a 
creamy spreadable frosting. Beat until smooth and creamy. 
Add more sugar for a stiffer frosting, and more lemon juice if 
it's too stiff. 

9. Frost the cake when completely cool. Add a generous amount 
of frosting to the first layer, then top with second layer and 
finish frosting top and sides. 

 
All of the grocery stores were sold out of fresh raspberries when I 
tried to make this cake, so I substituted frozen mixed berries. Yum! 
- Cheryl 

Raspberry Lemon Cake 
Courtesy of the view from the great isalnd via Cheryl Ellis 

Please take 2 minutes to let us 

know how we’re doing.   

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XMFQ28Z

