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Do You Have a Home Inventory? 
By Sheryl Leonard  

Before you open your closet door or 

kitchen drawer, try making a list of eve-

rything that is in it. You are losing mon-

ey if you forget anything! 

Imagine trying to list every possession 

you own, along with each item’s worth, 

after your home has been destroyed by 

fire or a natural disaster. The task will 

feel overwhelming and will be nearly 

impossible. Remember the fire in my 

daughter’s apartment building in Phila-

delphia? She had only smoke damage 

and all of her possessions were still 

there were they could be counted and 

listed. But the task was daunting even 

under those circumstances! Most of 

what they had in the apartment had to 

be replaced or specially cleaned. Even 

the spices in the cupboards! How do 

you value the half empty bottles of cin-

namon and basil? 

You don’t have to let this happen to 

you. Having a detailed home inventory 

can make the difference between a paid 

insurance claim and a disputed claim. 

Relying solely on your memory could be 

expensive. It will take a bit of time. (Ok, 

it will take a lot of time). But it will be 

worth it if you ever find yourself in the 

situation of a total loss. 

Here are some tips to help with creating 

a home inventory: 

Read your homeowner’s policy. You will 

want to know if you have replacement 

cost coverage or actual cash value. And 

many items have special limits, such as 

musical instrument, guns, jewelry, and 

other unique items. Don’t forget your 

golf clubs! 
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AM I COVERED FOR ...THE CAR I SOLD? 
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HOME INVENTORY 
Get the most out of your policy with a list! 
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“Soft” Targets for Summer Thieves 
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Take lots of photos! Start with outside 

your home. Include the landscaping, out-

door furniture and ornaments that may 

be lost in a tornado or fire. Inside, photo-

graph each room from at least 4 angles 

and be sure to open all closets, cup-

boards, and drawers to photograph the 

contents. For any item over $350, take a 

separate photo and label. Keep receipts. 

Scan and save in the cloud on or a zip 

drive to be kept off premise. 

Photograph serial and model numbers of 

electronics, including computers, TVs, 

and mobile devices. 

Don’t forget the garage. Do you know 

that the garage often contains more val-

ue per square foot than the rest of your 

home? Take lots of photos. 

Create an inventory on an Excel Spread-

sheet or any other form. Include when 

you purchased, where you purchased, 

and purchase cost if you know these 

things. 

Update your inventory each year! Did 

you replace the window coverings? Add 

a curio cabinet? Replace flooring? Install 

special lighting or sound system? 

If you need help with this task or would 

like to discuss your current coverage lim-

its, please give Cheryl or myself a call 

and we can assist you. A little time now 

could save a lot of time and money later! 

Have a safe and happy fall! 

 

Sheryl sheds light on crop & farm 

concerns from a farmer’s 

perspective. AgCom is also a Farm 

Certified Agency for Nationwide Ag.  

Sheryl Leonard sheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

Crop & Farm Expertise 
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3 cans (6 oz each) orange juice concen-
trate, thawed 

1 1/4 c lme juice 
1 c honey 
4-5 jalapeno peppers, seeded & chopped 
10 garlic cloves, minced 
3 T ground cumin 
2T grated lime peel 
1 tsp salt 
2 lbs boneless turkey, chicken or pork, cut 

into 1 1/4 inch cubes 
4 medium sweet red or green peppers, cut 

into 1 inch pieces 
1 large red onion, cut into 1 inch pieces 
3 small zucchini, cut into 3/4 inch slices 
8 oz fresh mushrooms 
3 medium limes, cut into wedges 
In a bowl, combine the first eight ingredi-
ents; mix well.  Pour half of marinade into 
a large resealable plastic bag; add meat 
and turn to coat.  Pour remaining marinat-

ed into another large resealable plastic 
bag.  Add vegetables and turn to coat.  
Seal and refrigerate for 8 hours or over-
night, turning occasionally. Drain meat, 
discarding marinade.  Drain vegetables, 
reserving marinade for basting.  On metal 
or soaked bamboo skewers, alternate 
meat, vegetables and lime wedges.  Grill, 
uncovered, over medium heat for 4-5 mu-
nites on each side.  Baste with reserved 
marinade.  Continue turning and basting 
for 10-12 minutes or until meat juices run 
clear and vegetables are tender. 
 
This is a fantastic recipe  
for grilling. Try it soon  
as we are nearing  
the end of  
grilling season! 
- Sheryl  

Turkey Lime Kabobs 

Check out www.knowyourstuff.org for a 

simple, user-friendly app that will store your 

home inventory.  You can take photos and 

organize them by room!  You can even store 

your policy numbers and our number so you know how to reach us if 

there’s a claim!  It is accessible with your phone (through the app) or the 

website, so it isn’t lost when your phone is lost. 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-4TbK8xA7c
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Let's say you only own one car and 

sell it before you purchase a re-

placement.  What should you do 

about the insurance for those two 

weeks while you search and have 

no vehicle?  

First, a basic rule of thumb in insur-

ance is: you can't insure what you 

don't own. So, you can't keep in-

suring the vehicle you sold because 

you have no control over it. And, 

you really wouldn't want to.  You 

likely sold it to a stranger and have 

no idea what they are doing with it 

after the purchase.  It could be a 

legal nightmare to be insuring a car 

that was involved in an accident if 

you no longer owned it.  You al-

so can't insure your new vehicle 

for the same reason, you don't 

own it.  (You could change your 

mind 3-17 times before actually 

purchasing if you're anything like 

me!) 

Second, having a "lapse" in auto 

coverage can cause your rates to 

increase pretty drastically.  Insur-

ance companies (and their actuar-

ies) don't want to be on a risk (you 

as a driver) if you are not keeping 

consistent coverage.  

The solution?    A non-owner poli-

cy.  Any driver who does not own a 

vehicle (and/or cannot be listed on 

a family policy as a driver) still 

needs to carry liability insur-

ance.  If you are found legally liable 

in a claim while driving a friend's 

borrowed car and have no cover-

age of your own, you will be finan-

cially responsible.  Yes, your 

friend's insurance would work on 

the claim, but ultimately, the 

settlement will come out of your 

pocket or even your future earn-

ings.  That doesn't even consider 

the fact that it is illegal in all 50 

states to operate a vehicle without 

minimum liability! 

A non-owner, liability only policy 

will be a significantly lower premi-

um as you will not have regular 

access to a vehicle.  It is also a way 

to establish a record of 

continuous coverage 

even if your driving rec-

ord is less than stellar. 

Call us if you may need 

this coverage and we'll 

help you decide. 

 

Am I Covered for… 

the Car I Sold? 
by Cheryl Ellis 
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No question is a “dumb” ques-

tion. 

Is this new car going to cost 

me more in insurance?  Should 

I put in a claim on my roof for 

hail damage?  Someone fell on 

my property and went to the 

chiropractor, should I pay for 

it or put on a claim?  Can I af-

ford a new loan? If I put in a 

sump pump, am I covered for 

water damage? 

If you have a ques-

tion,  inquiry, worry or just a 

thought and you want an an-

swer, ask.  Ask our team and if 

we don’t know the answer, we 

will find it for you.  Give me a 

call and I will steer you in the 

right direction. 

We want you to be happy and 

be fully aware of the process 

of a claim or increase in your 

rates.  

Deb Gross is the famil-

iar voice when you call 

our office or stop by! 

She has been with 

AgCom since 2013. 

A lifelong learner and insurance 

professional, Cheryl loves to 

research and answer your insurance 

questions. Submit yours anytime. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 


