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AgCom Insurance Expands! 
AgCom would like to announce that we 

are opening a branch office in Cherokee!  

We are busy putting the finishing touches 

on our new space at 105 East Willow 

Street.  The new office is located on the 

1st Floor of the former Masonic Lodge, 

just to the West of the Sanford Museum.  

Three of our windows overlook Sanford 

Lane, a lovely park-like walkthrough to 

Main Street.   

The building was constructed 

in 1931 and still contains 

much of the art deco style of 

the period.  You will be pleas-

antly surprised at the restora-

tion and renovation efforts by 

the owner, Jane Miller, 

throughout the building.  Our 

space includes a cozy fire-

place and original French 

doors. 

The official ribbon cutting 

will be held on May 21st at 5 

pm and will feature a selec-

tion of wine & cheeses.  We want to cele-

brate the occasion with our customers 

and friends! 

We will be also hosting the Cherokee 

Chamber Coffee at 9:30 am on Friday, 

June 26th. All three floors will be open for 

this event, so it’s a chance for the curious 

to tour the entire building.  

Please stop by anytime you are 

in town for a cup of coffee  and 

to see what we’ve done with 

the place.  Office hours in the 

Cherokee location will be Tues-

day & Thursday from 8:00 am –

4:00 pm with other days by ap-

pointment.  Our office on the 

farm will continue to be “home” 

to the agency and you will re-

ceive the same great service 

as always at both offices. 

For the record, all of the staff 

own and wear jeans when we 

do the serious work. See more  

renovation photos on pg.3. 

ESTATE PLANNING: WHY IT MATTERS TO YOU 

by Sheryl Leonard 

Page 3 

AM I COVERED FOR...MY DOG? 

Our monthly discussion focuses on one 

coverage on the minds of 

our customers Page 2 

Sheryl works on 

details— even in heels! 
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One of our customers was watching the 

walking traffic in front of her home and ob-

served a small child reaching for a huge dog 

she didn’t know.  She became concerned and 

asked, “Am I covered if my dog bites some-

one?”  If you have homeowner’s insurance 

or renter’s insurance, yes.  This includes farm 

policies with a home on the farm.   All of 

these policies will include personal liability. 

Unless you have a dog that has been labeled 

as “dangerous” by the authorities 

or dog breed that is specifical-

ly excluded in your policy 

(some common ones are listed 

to the right),  you will be cov-

ered.   

A simplified version of how 

this works:  Fido is in his 

fenced yard when a child 

starts feeding him treats.  The 

child then teases the dog and 

the dog bites the child causing 

a trip to the hospital, stitches 

and, later, surgery to repair 

the scar tissue.  Child’s par-

ents file a lawsuit and win.  

Your homeowner’s liability 

insurance will pay for the cost 

of defense plus the amount 

for which you are found legal-

ly liable (up to policy limits).   

There could also be require-

ments to ensure safety in the future.  

According to the Insurance Information 

Institute, “dog bites accounted for more 

than one-third of all homeowners insur-

ance liability claim dollars paid out in 

2013, costing more than $483 million.”  

There are over 15,000 claims an-

nually in the past five years 

costing almost $30,000 on aver-

age to settle.  This is not a minor 

event for the claimant or the in-

sured. 

What can you do? Keep your fenc-

es in good repair. Train your dog 

religiously.  (The American Kennel 

Club offers a Good Citizen Pro-

gram that helps you train the dog 

properly.  Check out their local 

trainers at www.akc.org.) Teach 

your children how to behave 

around dogs, especially those 

they don’t know. 

If you are unsure if your dog 

would be covered, please contact 

us to look specifically at your cur-

rent policy to check.   

In case you’re wondering about Fido’s health, 

many of our companies are automatically 

including coverage for your pet’s medical 

expenses in case of an auto accident!  Be 

sure to mention him in your claim if he is 

injured while traveling in your vehicle. 

Am I Covered for… 

My Dog? 
by Cheryl Ellis 

 

Have you ever seen a news story or heard 

about a claim and wondered “am I covered”?  

Submit your ideas for this ongoing feature. 

Am I Covered For…? 

Cheryl Ellis cheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

A delicate fabric of bird song 

Floats in the air, 

The smell of wet wild earth 

Is everywhere. 

Red small leaves of the maple 

Are clenched like a hand, 

Like girls at their first communion 

The pear trees stand. 

Oh I must pass nothing by 

Without loving it much, 

The raindrop try with my lips, 

The grass with my touch; 

For how can I be sure 

I shall see again 

The world on the first of May 

Shining after the rain? 

May Day 
by Sara Teasdale 

Photo courtesy of 15photos.com  

Commonly excluded 

dog breeds: 

pit bulls 

Rottweilers 

chow chows 

German shepherds 

Siberian huskies 

Alaskan malamutes 

Doberman pinschers 

Presa Canario bulldogs 

Great Danes 

Boxers 

Akitas 

wolf hybrids 

http://www.akc.org/
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AgCom is a Farm Certified Agency for Nationwide 

Ag. For crop or farm insurance inquiries, please 

contact our crop & farm expert. 

We’re farmers, too! 

Sheryl Leonard sheryl@agcomfinancial.com 

Estate Planning: Why It Should Matter 

To You 
by Sheryl Leonard 

 

Renovation Realities: 

AgCom Edition 
 

The term “estate planning” itself is 
intimidating to most people. That is 
why so many put off doing the things 
that would make life easier for them-
selves and their loved ones later. 

Estate planning doesn’t have to be 
feared or complicated. It just takes a 
little time and planning. It will be well 
worth it in the end. 

An “estate” is anything you own now 
or might own in the future. “Estate 
planning” will require thinking about 
what can happen to you, 
your health and your fami-
ly. You will want to consid-
er your assets, debts, your 
needs and interests as you 
grow older, and how to 
best take care of yourself 
and those close to you. 

If you own a business, estate planning 
also involves ensuring that your busi-
ness will transfer after you retire or 
when you die. 

Tax laws today and in the future will 
affect your estate plan in many ways. 
You will want to work with an attorney 
who is very knowledgeable in estate 
planning and who is up to date with 
the most current tax laws. 

Since I am not an attorney, I won’t get 
into details, but want to focus on how 

you can plan.  One way is 
to have an understanding 
of liquidity.  Liquidity 

simply means the ease with which an 
asset can be turned into cash. There 
are various degrees of liquidity. Some 
assets, such as bank accounts, certifi-
cates of deposit, savings bonds, and 
Treasury bills, for example, can easily 
and quickly turned to cash. Other as-
sets are not very liquid. These include 
real estate, motor vehicles, collecti-
bles, personal property, and closely 
held stock (stock in a company owned 
by family members or a small group of 

individuals but not the 
general public).  

Estates often consist pri-
marily of non-liquid as-
sets. That’s normal and 
not a problem unless 
there is a financial emer-
gency. Death brings ur-
gency. Often there is a 

sudden and immediate cash need fol-
lowing a death. Because of this sudden 
need for cash, planning for sufficient 
estate liquidity is critical in many busi-
ness situations and absolutely essential 
when trying to prevent an estate from 
shrinking. 

Sufficient estate liquidity also means 
that selling will be a choice, not an eco-
nomic necessity. 

Next month, I will focus on how to plan 
for liquidity and how life insurance can 
play a very large role in estate plan-
ning. 

Liquidity simply 
means the ease 
with which an asset 
can be turned into 
cash.  


